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1 Introduction 

 

This document is a guide to the completion of Research Project and Dissertation module for MSc 

in Computing (Knowledge Management) (DT209/DT217), MSc in Computing (Information 

Technology) (DT230/DT210) and MSc in Computing (Assistive Technology) (DT202). It is not a 

definitive guide.  

Students are required to familiarise themselves with the module specification included in the 

programme document (available from each programme web-site) and the general assessment 

regulations of the Dublin Institute of Technology (DIT) available from 

http://www.dit.ie/services/academicregistrar/student-assessment-regulations/general/. 

Students are expected to refer regularly to the project co-ordinator’s web-site which should be 

considered the definitive source of directives on time schedules, submission and templates. 
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2 Project and Dissertation Overview 

In order to qualify for the award of MSc. in Computing (Knowledge Management/Information 

Technology/Assistive Technology) a student is required to propose, design and undertake a 

detailed study of a topic relevant to Computing in their domain of study and complete a 

dissertation. The student must be able to complete a body of work appropriate for a taught 

Master’s degree and should include an amount of originality.  

 

Please note the words in bold in the following taken from the programme document, these should 

identify for you the essence of what you are expected to achieve:  

 

The aim of the Research Project and Dissertation module is to enable students to 

apply the skills and knowledge gained during previous stages of their study to the 

analysis of a specific problem or issue relevant to the Computing in Knowledge 

Management, via a substantial piece of independent work carried out over an 

extended period. Further, the aim is for students to demonstrate proficiency in the 

design of a research project, application of appropriate research methods, 

collection and analysis of data, and presentation of results.  

The dissertation completed will be a substantial piece of written work in the 

region of 80 – 120 pages of core chapters (Introduction chapter – Conclusion 

chapter), with a maximum page limit of 150 pages. 

 

2.1 What a Project and Dissertation Should NOT be 

Many students ask the question “What should my project and dissertation be?”.  Because of the 

diversity of topics that can be covered and type of research that can be completed, it is a difficult 

question to give a concise answer to. It is however extremely easy to identify what it should not 

be: 

• A design of an application 

• A design and working application 

• A literature review 

• A literature review with some conclusions 

• A literature review with some proposed “something new” 

Your dissertation may include some of the above but it cannot solely focus on only one of the 

above. Your supervisor will work with you to ensure that you do not fall into these traps. 

 

2.2 What can a Project and Dissertation consist of  

As mentioned previously your project and dissertation can be about anything you like but there 

are some caveats to this you must be aware of: 

 

1. You must demonstrate how your project is  relevant to the area of the programme 
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The title of the programme is an MSc in Computing (Knowledge Management).  

The title of the programme is an MSc in Computing (Information Technology).  

The title of the programme is an MSc in Computing (Assistive Technology).  

Each of the words in bold above provide you with some guidance on the expectation from 

your project and dissertation. You are expected to engage in a scientific exploration of a 

problem that is relevant to the area of computing for knowledge management. You can 

choose to weight your focus more on the computing aspects or more on the knowledge 

management or a balance between the two. However you are expected to address each of 

them within your project and dissertation. 

 

2. You are expected to design an appropriate research project 

To achieve this you will need to identify a research problem and develop a plan to tackle it 

using appropriate methods. You must demonstrate that you understand the problem 

thoroughly by presenting your background research. You must also identify what you are 

trying to achieve by identifying clearly your deliverables  

 

3. You must implement your research plan 

Your plan can involve implementing both technical computing solutions and non-technical 

solutions. Your plan should be demonstrably appropriate to your problem and allow you to 

produce your identified deliverable. 

 

4. You must test or evaluation your work 

Part of your task is to develop and implement a plan which will allow you to test whether 

or not you have achieved your objectives. By developing a plan this can help you limit the 

scope of your research. 

 

5. Review Success / Failure 

You must in your dissertation critically review the project and identify successes and 

failures. 

2.3 Planning your work 

The time available to you to complete your research project and dissertation is one academic 

semester (approx. 3 months). For those students who are registered as on the part-time 

programmes have an additional two calendar months directly post this semester allocated to allow 

appropriate time to complete your write-up.  No extensions are possible. 

You are expected to submit a research proposal at the start of the semester in which you intend to 

start. In this proposal you must include a detailed plan. The modules Research Methods and 

Proposal Writing and Project Management should provide you with the skills and knowledge to 

achieve this. 

To give you some assistance, Figure 1 provides a breakdown of the  
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Figure 1: Dissertation Work Breakdown 

 

You should be able to define clearly (and early) what you are going to do; know how you are 

going to implement & test it: all of it , or part of it and relate back to the objective; know how you 

are going to test & evaluate it. You should have these defined in your proposal 

 

2.4 The Proposal 

As soon as you have completed the pre-requisites for the research project and dissertation module, 

the project co-ordinator will contact you asking you if you intend to proceed with your 

dissertation and informing you of the procedures required to enable you to start.  

If you intend to proceed you are required to produce a research proposal and submit to the project 

co-ordinator using the research proposal template available at 

http://www.comp.dit.ie/btierney/MScDissertations/MSc%20Dissertation%20Proposal.doc. 

 

This proposal will be reviewed for suitability and you will be expected to make a presentation 

based on the proposal to the project co-ordinator, programme chairperson and members of the 

programme team. 

 

Once you have presented your work you will be provided with feedback on the contents of the 

proposal and decision on whether you have a proposal considered sufficient to proceed with. The 

form used to distributed the feedback is show in Figure 2: 
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Figure 2 Dissertation Research Proposal Evaluation Form 

 

If you receive feedback that your proposal is not ready to proceed, you will be offered an 

opportunity to redraft and resubmit. In the event that you have been unable to submit an 

acceptable proposal within four weeks of the semester in which you intend starting your 

dissertation, you will not be allowed to proceed and must re-enrol for the following semester. 

2.5 Ethics and Professional Issues 

Students are expected to refer to the materials provided in their Research Methods and Proposal 

Writing module regarding the ethical, legal and social issues surrounding the undertaking of 

research tasks for their dissertations. In addition students should refer to the General Assessment 

Guidelines of the DIT, and the DIT Research Ethics Committee who provide comprehensive 

guidelines, resources and 'best practice' models for understanding and addressing ethical issues. 
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In addition the library staff are available to provide guidance on the use of electronic resources 

provided by the DIT. 

 

2.6 Confidentiality 

In the situation where your project deals with company confidential information, then you can still 

complete your dissertation. You must seek permission from the company involved to work on the 

project for the purpose of your dissertation. This is your solely your responsibility. 

Your dissertation will be subject to the requirements outlined in Section 3 and the submission and 

examination process outlined in Section 4 of this document. However, the hard bound copy will 

not be placed in the library nor will the electronic version be released through DIT websites. 

 

2.7 Sources of Help 

Previous dissertations are available in electronic form from the DIT website Arrow 

(http://arrow.dit.ie/scschcomdis/) and in paper form from the library in Kevin St. 

Your supervisor will be available to you from the point at which you present your proposal for 

approval.  

The project co-ordinator is available to discuss your topic and will be happy to refer you to 

someone to assist if unable to help. 

The project co-ordinator is available to discuss issues related to structuring your proposal. 

You are encouraged to contact both current and past students. All students, past and current, can 

be contacted either through your supervisor, the project co-ordinator or the programme 

chairperson and are happy to help. In particular you should make contact with those students who 

are completing their dissertation at the same time as you to avail of all possible support. 

In addition the library staff are available to provide tutorials on how to use the material provided 

in the library in particular the electronic resources which are available to students. 

 

2.8 Role of the Supervisor 

Students are expected to develop independence in, and responsibility for their own learning 

throughout their MSc programme. This is particularly true of the research project and dissertation. 

Each student will be allocated a supervisor. As the dissertation is an individual piece of work, 

significant emphasis will be placed on student’s ability to refine and produce their final report, 

however regular meetings with their supervisor will be held to address problems that they might 

encounter.  

The supervisor is responsible for monitoring the progress of the work, advising the student on any 

problem associated with the work, maintenance of appropriate academic standards in the work, 

encouraging the student to complete the work within the established time. 

The student and supervisor should meet regularly. There is no required number of meetings, you 

should meet as often as you and your supervisor feel necessary. At every meeting a meeting log 

must be completed, an electronic version is available from the project co-ordinator’s web-site 

(http://www.comp.dit.ie/btierney/MScDissertations/). 
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It is not the responsibility of the supervisor to correct the English in the document. All students 

are expected to produce drafts at appropriate level of English. If English is not your first language, 

you are required to have your dissertation read by a native English speaker prior to submitting 

your first draft and your final draft. This reader should identify all spelling and grammar mistakes. 

However the final responsibility for the spelling and grammar in your document lies with you – 

you must ensure that all spelling and grammar within the document is correct. 
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3 The Dissertation Document 

A template for the dissertation is available from the project co-ordinators web-site and should be 

downloaded by each student when starting their project and dissertation. You need to discuss and 

agree the structure of your dissertation with your supervisor. 

  

3.1 Writing Style  

Your dissertation is being submitted to achieve an academic qualification. As such you must 

adopt an academic writing style. Please refer to the required reading for Research Project and 

Dissertation module in the programme document for essential reading which include guides to 

assist you with this. 

The following are some guidelines to help you tackle the writing of your dissertation: 

• Never use the first person (I or we) 

• Be analytical rather than descriptive 

• Write clearly and concisely  

• Demonstrate clear and logical thinking through the organisation of the document 

• Include sufficient references to support your work and demonstrate that you have read 

around your topic and thought about it critically 

• Say in the introduction what you are doing 

• Say in the conclusion chapter what you did (they should match) 

• Each chapter should have an introduction and conclusion 

• In the conclusion of each chapter summarise what was discussed and link to the next 

chapter 

• In the introduction to each chapter explain what you will be discussing in the chapter and 

why it is relevant to the project you are doing 

• Have a logical presentation of research, developments and findings. Lead the reader in an 

integrated way to what you wanted to achieve 

• You can only claim to have an opinion if it is based on original research or an in-depth 

analysis. For example your opinion has been formed from theory where different authors’ 

viewpoints are contrasted (commonalities and differences) and you make deductions based 

on that 

• Tables and figures are numbered consecutively and must reflect the chapter in which they 

appear e.g. Figure 1.1 is the first figure in chapter 1, Table 2.1 is the first table in chapter 2 

3.2 Quality of English 

It is your responsibility to ensure that the quality of English is of a suitable standard. It is not the 

responsibility of your supervisor to correct your English.  
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Before you submit the first draft, run a spell checker and a grammar checker over the document 

one last time to make sure you catch any last minute errors. This will reduce the amount of work 

you will need to re-do.  

If English is not your first language, you are required to have your 

dissertation read by a native English speaker prior to submitting your first draft and your final 

draft. This reader should identify all spelling and grammar mistakes. However the final 

responsibility for the spelling and grammar in your document lies with you – you must ensure that 

all spelling and grammar within the document is correct. 

3.3 Plagiarism 

Plagiarism is a very serious offence. Each student is expected to familiarise themselves with the 

DIT policy on plagiarism which is available 

http://www.dit.ie/media/documents/campuslife/plagiarism.doc. 

As mentioned previously you can only claim to have an opinion if it is based on original research 

or an in-depth analysis. You should rely on opinions of experts on your topic but agree/disagree 

with these. For example your opinion has been formed from theory where different authors’ 

viewpoints are contrasted (commonalities and differences) and you make deductions based on 

that.  

You can develop your work based on previously published work but you must write something 

original.  

You must give credit to the work of others. 

You should make sure your English is of a sufficient standard to avoid the mis-interpretation of 

your work as plagiarism. 

Guidance on referencing and how to avoid plagiarism is available from the project co-ordinators 

web-site (http://www.comp.dit.ie/btierney/MScDissertations/).  

If you have any doubts about whether you are committing plagiarism or not then consult your 

supervisor who will advise you. 

 

3.4 Structure of the Dissertation 

The following outlines the basic structure of the dissertation and include some guidelines as to 

what should be addressed in each chapter. 

3.4.1 Basics 

You must include the following: 

• Title Page 

• Declaration (page numbering starts here with Roman lettering) 

• Abstract 

• Table of Contents (starting with Chapter 1) 

• Table of Figures 

• Table of Tables (if used) (Roman lettering stops here) 
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3.4.2 Chapter 1 – Introduction 

The following sub-sections are suggested and must be agreed with the supervisor. 

1.1. Overview of Project Area (page 1 starts here) 

1.2. Background 

1.3. Research problem 

1.4. Intellectual challenge 

1.5. Research objectives 

1.6. Research Methodology 

1.7. Resources 

1.8. Scope and Limitations 

1.9. Overview of Dissertation 

3.4.3 Chapters 2 – 3 

These chapters should cover your literature review material. 

 

3.4.4 Chapters 4-5 

Presentation of your main contributions. 

 

3.4.5 Chapters 6 

Experimentation and evaluation. 

 

3.4.6 Chapter 7 

Evaluation and conclusion 

7.1. Introduction 

7.2. Research Definition & Research Overview 

7.3. Contributions to the Body of Knowledge 

7.4. Experimentation, Evaluation and Limitation 

7.5. Future Work & Research 

7.6. Conclusion 
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3.4.7 References 

The referencing and citation style required is Harvard. 

Illustrative examples are shown in Figure 3. 

 

 

Figure 3: Examples of Harvard Referencing 

 

3.4.8 Appendices 

Include in appendixes any material. If you have a large volume of material, for example responses 

to surveys, design documentation etc, then it is acceptable to include a CD as part of the 

appendices. 



MSc. in Computing                                            Research Project & Dissertation – Student Handbook 

 

14 

4 Submitting Your Dissertation 

This section discusses the process of submitting your dissertation for examination, the process of 

marking and possible outcomes.  

You should discuss all these issues with your supervisor to ensure that you are clear on what you 

need to do. 

4.1 Submitting for Examination  

All details regarding submission deadlines and requirements are available from the project co-

ordinators website http://www.comp.dit.ie/btierney/MScDissertations/ which should be consulted 

regularly and considered the definitive source of information on deadlines. 

Each student will have to submit 2 soft-bound copies of their dissertation and an electronic copy 

of their dissertation. These need to be submitted to the Dissertation Co-ordinator before the 

specified deadline.  No extensions are possible. 

If you submit your dissertation after the submission date, your dissertation will not be considered. 

You will marked with a failed grade. If you would like your dissertation to be considered for 

examination, we will consider it at the next semester submission point. The maximum mark your 

dissertation will be awarded will be 40%. 

4.1.1 Examination sessions 

Deadlines for submission of dissertations are designed to coincide with the examination sessions 

of the DIT. The DIT has three examination sessions within the academic year: 

• End of Semester 1 – end of January 

• End of Semester 2 – mid-June 

• Supplemental Session – mid-September 

An examination board is held at the end of each examination session where results for the 

programme will be considered. 

Students undertaking the research project and dissertation module must ensure that they are 

correctly registered on the module and for examinations in the session they wish their dissertation 

to be considered. 

4.1.2 Submission Points 

The research project should take you one academic semester to complete. Part of your task is to 

propose, scope and plan a project of appropriate size to allow you to complete within this 

timescale. As outlined in the specification of the module Research Project and Dissertation, part-

time students can avail of two calendar months after the end of the semester to complete your 

write-up. 

Once you have registered and had your proposal accepted, the first point you can submit your 

dissertation will be approximately one week before the end of the semester in which you start (this 

is the only submission point for full-time students). If you submit at this point, your results will be 

considered at the examination board for that semester. 

For part-time students the second point at which you can submit your dissertation will be two 

calendar months after the end of the semester in which you start.  



MSc. in Computing                                            Research Project & Dissertation – Student Handbook 

 

15 

• If you choose this option and you started in Semester 1, your results will be marked as 

pending at the Semester 1 examination board and will be re-considered at the Semester 

2 examination board.  

• If you choose this option and you started in Semester 2, your results will be marked as 

pending at the Semester 2 examination board and will be re-considered at the 

Supplemental examination board. 

Details of all the relevant dates are available from the project co-ordinator’s web-site.  

4.1.3 Submission Requirements 

When submitting your dissertation for examination, you are expected to submit two soft-bound 

copies of your dissertation and an electronic copy to your supervisor or to the project co-ordinator.  

 

4.1.4 Late Submissions 

No extensions are possible for the Dissertation. You must submit the two soft-bound dissertations, 

the supporting material and the electronic copy of your dissertation, before the date and time 

specified by the Dissertation coordinator. 

If you submit your dissertation after the submission date and time, your dissertation will be 

considered late. In this case your dissertation will not be considered for the current presentation 

schedule and module boards. Your dissertation will be considered at the next submission 

date/period and the maximum mark you will be able to achieve will be 40%. 

 

4.1.5 Presentation 

Following submission of your dissertation for examination you are expected to make a 

presentation on your research. The presentation will normally be attended by your supervisor, the 

second reader allocated to your project by the project co-ordinator, the programme chairperson 

and the project co-ordinator. 

Your presentation will be for 20 minutes, followed by 10 minutes of questions.  

Please ensure that you keep your presentation to a maximum of 20 minutes. 

There is no need to be nervous. You have done the work. All you have to do is to tell us about it, 

what you did, what you discovered, what you found out, what discoveries you have made, what 

recommendations you are making, etc. 

4.2 Dissertation Marking 

Your dissertation will be marked by your supervisor and a second reader allocated by the project 

co-ordinator. Both will mark your dissertation independently and then meet to agree the final 

marks with the project co-ordinator. 

The following assessment criteria should give you and indicator of how and where marks are 

allocated: 

<40% Dissertation contains serious errors and/or is poorly constructed. A dissertation 

in this band makes an attempt to approach the topic but without fully understanding 

its implications and where there is little or no evidence of the student having studied 

at an MSc standard. 
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≥40-<50%  Dissertation completed at an appropriate technical level with some discussion 

of design issues and outcomes of the work. A dissertation in this band should 

reflect the fact that the student has demonstrated an understanding of the dissertation 

topic. This class is also appropriate where much of the content merits a higher mark 

but the implementation lacks thoroughness. A dissertation report in this band may 

lack depth with a tendency to generalise in the discussion sections and may be 

unbalanced in presentation. 

≥50-<60% Dissertation completed to a good technical level.  A dissertation report in this class 

should contain little or no irrelevant material and be generally well constructed. The 

report may contain a comprehensive discussion of design issues and outcome of the 

work compensating for some weakness in style or some incoherence of argument. 

Alternatively, the report may be well written and insightful even though the range of 

issues addressed is narrow. 

≥60-<70% Dissertation completed to an excellent technical level. The dissertation report 

should be clear, consistent in style, and provide an excellent discussion of design 

issues and outcomes of the work. The report should also demonstrate an excellent 

knowledge of appropriate reference material, techniques, and relevant theoretical 

perspectives where appropriate.  It is important to consider the full use of this band 

so that these marks make their proper contribution to the final MSc average. 

≥70-100% Dissertation completed to an excellent and imaginative technical level showing 

originality. The dissertation should have an excellent report (meeting the criteria 

from the 70-79% band). Furthermore, a mark of 80% or more should only be given 

for dissertations where the student has achieved one of the following: 

The practical work is of such a high professional standard that it could be distributed 

without significant extra effort.  

The research makes a significant contribution to the chosen field and is likely to be 

worthy of publication. 

 

4.3 Possible Outcomes 

Once your dissertation has been marked, your results will be put forward for consideration at the 

next examination board for the relevant session. You will not be given your result until the 

examination board has met to consider all the results for the programme in that examination 

session.  

Within the DIT there are three examination sessions:  

• Semester 1 – examination board at end of January 

• Semester 2 – examination board at beginning of June 

• Supplemental – examination board mid-September 

Where you have successfully met the standard required, you will be given a set of corrections 

which you must complete within two weeks of receiving them.  

 

The form used for informing you of corrections is shown below in Figure 4: 
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MSc in Computing (Knowledge Management) 

Dissertation Examination Feedback 

Student Name :  

Students are required to complete the following: 

 

1.  Make sure that the dissertation follows the template given on my webpage 

a. http://www.comp.dit.ie/btierney/MScKM/MSc%20KM%20Dissertation%20Template.doc 

2. Make sure that your dissertation incorporates all the structure and formatting guidelines 

a. http://www.comp.dit.ie/btierney/MScKM/Proposed%20Structure%20of%20MSc%20KM%20Dissertation.pdf 

3. Make sure that you correctly number all pages of the dissertation 

4. Make sure that the table of contents and other tables reflect the new and updated page number 

5. Make sure all tables and diagrams are correctly labelled (and referenced if need be) 

6. You correct all spelling and grammar mistakes in your dissertation. 

7. Get a native English speaker to read and correct your English, spelling and grammer 

8. Make sure that your references are complete and full details given using the Harvard referencing. 

9. Make sure that you have 1 blank line between each paragraph 

10. Avoid having any blank spaces on pages where you have a diagram on the next page 

 

Changes Requiring Supervisor Sign-off: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Supervisor Sign-off :                                                                         Date :  

   

Figure 4 : Dissertation Feedback Form 

Once the changes are made you should seek approval from your supervisor for the relevant 

changes before arranging for the printing and binding of your dissertation. 

All changes and the submission of the hard bound dissertation should be 

completed within 2 weeks. 

Where you have not met the standard required, the programme chairperson will contact you to 

arrange a meeting to discuss the possibilities available to you. 
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5 Submission of Hard Bound Copy 

5.1 Completing Changes 

Once you have completed your presentation, you will be contacted with details of changes 

needed, if any, and given a deadline for the submission of the hard bound copy of the dissertation. 

If you have changes to make you are required to discuss these with your supervisor.  

You are required to complete all the changes required within two weeks of receiving notice of 

them. Should you fail to submit a hard bound copy within the necessary time, your dissertation 

will be marked as a Fail and you will be required to repeat the module. 

5.2 Submission Requirements 

You are required to submit two hard bound copies of your dissertation to the project co-ordinator 

and to provide an electronic copy of their dissertation  

(in MS Word of PDF format). In addition you are required to submit a paper copy of the 

dissertation examination feedback form signed by your supervisor as evidence that all required 

changes have been completed. Your dissertation will not be accepted without this form. 

 

5.2.1 Requirements for Hard Bound Copy 

The hard bound copy needs to have a black cover and writing should be in gold.  On the spine the 

following details are required: 

Student Name 

Year 

MSc. in Computing (Knowledge Management) 

or 

Student Name 

Year 

MSc. in Computing (Information Technology) 

or 

Student Name 

Year 

MSc. in Computing (Assistive Technology) 

 

The front cover to have the following details: 

 

Title (centred, Title Case) 
 

Student Name (centred, Title Case) 

 

MSc. in Computing (Knowledge Management) (left justified, Title Case) and Year (right 

justified) 

 

** Knowledge Management should be replaced with Information Technology or Assistive 

Technology. 
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An example is shown bellow in Figure 5: 

 

Figure 5: Hard Bound Cover Requirements 

5.2.2 Signature 

You must sign the declaration and signature page of the hard bound copies of the dissertation. 

Failure to do so will result in your final results being withheld until this is completed. 

5.3 Publication of the Dissertation 

One hard bound copy of your dissertation will be placed in the DIT library Kevin Street. An 

electronic version will be made available on the DIT web site Arrow, 

http://arrow.dit.ie/scschcomdis/. 
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6 Important Documents 

The following documents are available from the project co-ordinators web-site 

http://www.comp.dit.ie/btierney/MScDissertations/ : 

 

• Dissertation Proposal Template 

o http://www.comp.dit.ie/btierney/MScDissertations/MSc%20Dissertation%20Propo

sal.doc  

• Structure of the Dissertation    

o http://www.comp.dit.ie/btierney/MScDissertations/Proposed%20Structure%20of%

20MSc%20KM%20Dissertation.pdf 

• Dissertation Template Doc  

o http://www.comp.dit.ie/btierney/MScDissertations/MSc%20Dissertation%20Temp

late.doc  

• Meeting Log Report 

o http://www.comp.dit.ie/btierney/MScDissertations/Meeting%20Log.doc  

• Dissertation Marking Scheme 

o http://www.comp.dit.ie/btierney/MScDissertations/MSc%20Marking%20Scheme.p

df  

 

Current and previous dissertations are available are available from the project co-ordinators web-

site and through the DIT Library Services at http://arrow.dit.ie/scschcomdis/. 

 


